Why Lolicon? Love it or hate it, it’s here.
It's no surprise to say that younger characters in anime have been used provocatively. The
question to answer then is why? These are my thoughts and interpretations to give some sort
of explanation as to why. If you love lolicon, great. If you hate it, great. This is just interpreting
history.
Disclaimer: This analysis is attempting to analyze the sexual preferences of Japanese people
from the last sixty or so years. Western thinking bias toward sexual norms is prominent from
my background. As such, I will attempt to provide the least amount of personal bias in accessing
the issue. Thank you.
Chronophilia: Paraphilia, Pedophilia and Infantophilia. An American Understanding of
Pedophiliac Attractions
The analysis of human sexuality presented in this section is specifically based on research done
by psychologist and sexologist John Money. Among his research, ‘chronophilia’ was a term he
used to refer to sexual attraction based on age.1 The relevant information about chronophilia to
this argument will be displayed.
Chronophilia: Erotic attraction based on specific age ranges.
Paraphilia: “The experience of intense sexual arousal to atypical objects, situations, or
individuals.”2
Pedophilia: “The act or fantasy on the part of an adult of engaging in sexual
activity with a child or children, generally 11 or younger."3
Infantophilia: Recent sub-category of pedophilia, usually with an
emphasis on children 5 years or younger. 4
Hebephilia: “Primary erotic interest in individuals between the ages of 11-14.5
Ephebophilia: “Primary erotic attraction to youth between the ages of 15-19.”6
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Paraphilia is the grand category of multiple different sexual disorders. The classification of
sexual deviation is determined by a cultural understanding of ‘normal’ sexual expression and
acts which are essentially beyond that spectrum. Homosexuality was included in the Statistical
Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM) until the American Psychiatric Association removed it in
1974.
Pedophilia is included under the paraphilia grand category. Looking at pedophilia’s etymology,
it comes the Greek": παῖς (paîs), meaning "child", and φιλία (philía), "friendly love" or
"friendship."7 However, the Greeks did not use the term in the way it’s used today. The term
entered sexual discourse with the book “Psychopathia Sexualis” in 1886 by the Viennese
psychiatrist Richard von Krafft-Ebing.8 The term only became widely used during the early 20th
century. To define Pedophilia, it generally refers to attraction to children under the age of 11.
The person diagnosed with this mental disorder has to be at least 16 years of age and at least 5
years older than the target of sexual interest.9
Infantophilia, a more recent term, has entered the psychiatric discourse as a subcategory of pedophilia looking at attraction to specifically children 5 and under.
Hebephilia and Ephebophilia refer to an attraction to pubescent and post-pubescent youth,
respectively.10 They can be differentiated by the preferred age: ephebophilia and hebephilia I
(age of early puberty), II (middle adolescence) and III (late adolescence).
Lolita: Lolicon History
Lolicon (ロリコン) has roots in a book published in Paris 1955. Written by Vladimir Nobokov,
“Lolita” tells the story of a man’s sexual ambitions with a 12 year old girl he called Lolita. The
real name of the girl in the story was Dolores "Dolly" Haze, daughter of Charlotte Haze. The
interesting aspect of his writing here is that the female name “Lola” is a form of Dolores or
Charlotte.11 The diminutive form of “Lola” is “Lolita.”12 Diminutive is defined as: “Grammar.
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pertaining to or productive of a form denoting smallness, familiarity, affection, or triviality, as
the suffix -let, in droplet from drop.”13 The diminutive version of “lola” is based around
romantic feelings. In this way, the origins of the word “Lolita” come from a unique expression
of love and sexual desire. The quote by Vladimir below illustrates this point.
“Lolita, light of my life, fire of my loins. My sin, my soul. Lo-lee-ta: the tip of the tongue
taking a trip of three steps down the palate to tap, at three, on the teeth. Lo. Lee. Ta.” 14
The quote expresses just how much passion was involved in every syllable of the nickname.
Connecting each of the syllables of Lolita with his very soul and existence.
The novel’s expression of socially unacceptable love in a western culture definitely had a lasting
impact with the adoption of the term into western culture. By 1960, “Lolita” was in wide spread
figurative use in western culture to denote underage sexual desires.15 However, the term didn’t
enter Japanese culture until the 70’s. The entrance of the term into the Japanese nomenclature
can most likely be attributed to “The Lolita Complex.” Translated into Japanese and distributed
to the Japanese public in the early 70’s, this can be seen as the starting point for the term
“Lolicon.”16 Possibly the first use of “lolita complex” in manga can be seen in Shinji Wada with
his Stumbling upon a Cabbage Field (キャベツ畑でつまずいて Kyabetsu-batake de
Tsumazuite), an Alice in Wonderland manga parody in 1974.17 The shortening of the term to
“lolicon” came later.18 Lolicon is a portmanteau of Lolita Complex where “com” is expressed as
“con” because of linguistic differences between Japanese and English. Strictly speaking though,
“Lolita Complex” in Japanese refers to the paraphilia itself (sexual deviation as noted above). 19
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[Still needs to be worked on]
Lolicon: Cultural Interpretation of It’s Origin
The oversexualization of women has been used to promote the sale of products in a number of
capitalized societies. Japan in the early 1900’s used women in “pink-collar” jobs, such as
elevator operators, advertising on machine magazines, clerk women at new department stores
to attract men to these places. Remember, at this time the introduction of new technology was
for many people a stark contrast in understandings of how the world worked. A good modern
comparison could be looking at how an elderly man would look at the use of a new Iphone.
Women viewed as “homely presences” were used in the new consumer culture to help
facilitate the transition from “old” to “new”. The destruction of Japan during WWII and
subsequent United States occupation lead to a ground-up rebuilding of many Japanese
industries. Scholars argue that by the 1970’s, the years of social upheaval and economic
recovery were over which lead to a rise of consumerism.20 The use of the "shoujo” to advertise
products in this era was a desirable contrast between the “work-centric” needs of a modern
reality and consumptive pleasures.21 The use of young girls in this period contrasted with the
turn of the century is the fleeting illusion that was the shoujo. Many scholars claim that during
this time the shoujo represented a gender disconnected from needs of heterosexual
reproduction.22 The idealization of “Youjo” (little girls) and “Shoujo” in their distinctly
disconnected gender allows for the exploitation of age to drive an idealized Eros (sexual
desire).23 The use of age in this way can be seen as a commodity. The need to drive consumer
sales in reference to social desires can be expressed in how the idealized shoujo is pushed to a
younger and younger age to find a “new commodity” distinctly different from the one before.
The new image of desire in society created for some a fictional ideal of the women clearly
disconnected with reality. The unexpected fanbase for magical girl anime during the 70’s by an
older demographic can be interpreted as consumers desiring that ideal. Scholars have asserted
that the magical girl anime genre in the 70’s can be interpreted as the roots of the lolicon
anime.24 The beginning of the so-called “Kawaii Craze” in Japanese culture can be seen in the
number of magical girl anime produced during this time.25
1970 – Maho No Mako-chan (“Magical Mako-chan”)
1972 – Mahotsukai Chappy (“Witch Chappy”)
1974 – Majoko Megu-chan (“Witch Meg-chan”)
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1978 – Majoko Tickle (“Witch Tickle”)
1979 – Hana No Ko LunLun (“Flower Girl LunLun”)
The expression of a stabilized economic machine as well as the quelling of many social issues
allowed for the creation of a distinctly disconnected gender. This disconnected gender was
idealized and used by companies to further sales by exploiting age. The “Kawaii Craze”
beginning and the unexpected audience for the magical girl anime represent the desire for a
new fictional ideal.
Lolicon: Manga Origins, Pornographic Restrictions and Public Attention
An early propagator of the lolicon manga in Japan is Hideo Azuma during the early 80’s. His
manga “Cybele” was illustrated specifically to cater to lolicon desires.2627 Azuma’s works
become so popular because they touched on turning younger girls into sexual objects. Much of
pornography during this time focused on older women as sexual objects. Scholars also assert
that the popularity of lolicon can be interpreted in terms of age. In which, age was used to
create a softer feminine character.28
The censorship laws during this time were based on Victorian style attitudes toward sex. Issues
such as genitalia or the bedroom were considered sacred but concepts such as incest or age
were allowed to slip by. Scholars assert that censorship laws during this time allowed for “erotic
manga with lolicon flavor” to flourish.2930 The issue of taboo subjects may have created a circle
of desire. Men come into contact with Anime or Manga that features prominent underage
characters, sexual desire disconnected with reality manifests, sexual satisfaction, and repeat.
The very nature of the taboo subject makes it, usually, impossible to satisfy in reality. Public
attention was brought to lolicon when Tsutomu Miyazaki kidnapped and murdered four girls
between the ages of 4 and 7 in 1988 and 1989, committing acts of necrophilia with their
corpses. The moral panic in the aftermath of this case lead to the arrests of multiple doujinshi
as well as the creation of the non-profit organization CASPAR whose goal was campaigning for
lolicon regulation.31 32 A bill proposed in 2010 sought to regulate the distribution of lolicon
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materials by defining the exploitation of “non-existent youth” under the age of 18.33 The bill
was shot down but came up later in December of the same year taking out references to “nonexistent youth.”34 The bill passed and would regulate "'manga, anime and other images'...that
'unjustifiably glorify or emphasize' certain sexual or pseudo sexual acts...depictions of 'sexual or
pseudo sexual acts that would be illegal in real life.'"35 The regulation is specifically targeting
books and DVD’s and not online materials. On May 27, 2013, a revised child pornography law
was introduced by the Liberal Democratic Party, the New Komei Party and the Japan
Restoration Party that would make possession of sexual images of individuals under 18 illegal
with a fine of 1 million yen and less than a year in jail.36 This bill did not pass until June of 2014
only after removing the references to regulation of lolicon anime/manga.37
Conclusion:
The desire for underage girls can be looked at from a perspective of chronophilia specifically
targeting certain age ranges. “Lolita” is the root of the modern understanding of the meaning of
“loli.” The effects of the strong emergence of the consumerism culture in Japan during the 70’s
can be attributed to the exploitation of age to sell products. The result of this exploitation is the
creation of a fictional ideal. This fictional ideal was able to be exploited in pornographic
material because of Victorian style censorship laws. The negative attention given to it during
the late 80’s lead to a moral panic where many doujinshi artists were arrested as well as a
concentrated movement to regulate the materials. The recent attention to the subject
contrasts between government desires for regulation and artists desire for financial gain
through their perceived “freedom of speech.”

Want more analysis and an interpretation about anime related topics? Take a look at my
Youtube Channel “Anime Historian.” And as always, thank you for reading my article.
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